ALTERNATIVE AND TRADITIONAL TEST INSTRUCTIONS

11 November 2003

You now have a choice: (1) Give students the responsibility for learning and reporting or (2) continue to hold the examiner responsible for marking what is right. These instructions match the requirements for scoring and analysis by True Score II. Select the level of reward for students assuming the responsibility to report-with-confidence rather than working a test for answers. Select the correction for guessing (if any) for assigning grades. Promote active rather than passive learning.
SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONS*

1. INSTRUCTIONS: Mark an answer only if you are confident that you are right.

   SCORING: 50% Knowledge:50% Judgment.  WEIGHT:  0.5 Right:0.5 DNKnow

   EXAMPLE: 40% Right and 60% Do-Not-Know = 70% Test Score

   SCORING: 60% Knowledge:40% Judgment.  WEIGHT:  0.6 Right:0.4 DNKnow

   EXAMPLE: 50% Right and 50% Do-Not-Know = 70% Test Score

   SCORING: 70% Knowledge:30% Judgment.  WEIGHT:  0.7 Right:0.3 DNKnow

   EXAMPLE: 57% Right and 43% Do-Not-Know = 70% Test Score

   SCORING: 80% Knowledge:20% Judgment.  WEIGHT:  0.8 Right:0.2 DNKnow

   EXAMPLE: 63% Right and 37% Do-Not-Know = 70% Test Score

   SCORING: 100% Knowledge:0% Judgment.  WEIGHT:  1.0 Right:0.0 DNKnow

   EXAMPLE:  70% Right and 0% Do-Not-Know = 70% Test Score

2. INSTRUCTIONS: Mark every answer even if you must randomly guess.

   SCORING:  All Right Marks Count.      WEIGHT:  1.0 Right:0.0 Wrong

   EXAMPLE:  70% Right Marks and 30% Wrong = 70% Test Score

3. INSTRUCTIONS: Mark only if confident or mark every answer.

* The first four examples assume the student marks no wrong answers, that is, has the skilled judgment needed to be 100% right in selecting items to mark.

GRADE ADJUSTMENTS

Alternative scoring turns a five-part test into a six-part test (five answers and do-not-know). Other distributions can be entered into True Score II.

             Test Scores Adjusted for Chance

-------------------------------------------------------------

Grades          A   B   C   D   F   F-                   Step

Test scores     90  80  70  60  50  40  30  20  10   0   10.0

-------------------------------------------------------------

SEMO, Nursing   92  83  75  66  58  49  40  32  24  15    8.5

Six-Part        92  83  75  67  58  50  42  33  25  17    8.3

Five-Part       92  84  76  68  60  52  44  36  28  20    8.0

Four-Part       92  85  78  70  62  55  48  40  32  25    7.5

Three-Part      93  87  80  73  67  60  53  47  40  33    6.7

Two-Part        95  90  85  80  75  70  65  60  55  50    5.0

-------------------------------------------------------------

